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March 23, 2026

To: 
[bookmark: _Hlk109128457]NMDOT
1120 Cerrillos Road
Santa Fe, NM  87505

Re:  Variance Request Ignition Interlock Installation Licensing Year 2026 /2027

Dear Licensing Staff:

Pursuant to Ignition Interlock Rule 18.20.11.26 (B), Name of Manufacturer submits this request for a variance from Ignition Interlock Rule NMAC 18.20.11.8 (A; 5a) which states that “solder (hard wire) all connections between an ignition interlock device and a vehicle.”

Name of Manufacturer is requesting a variance for all of our locations to continue soldering the electrical connections while also having the option to use the following to install Ignition Interlock devices (Check the box next to what you intend to use):
1) T-Taps ☐
2) Threaded Screw-Style Connectors ☐
3) Slide Connectors ☐
4) Other not listed above ☐ (If other, explanation of how connector will be used is required on attached Written Supplement: A) 
With the understanding that upon renewal of yearly licensure, the variance request will need to be renewed as well.

The situation necessitating this variance request is that newer vehicles from 2010 on are 
using smaller gauges of wires with lower ohms that result in a lower resistance level and are connected to microchips located in Body Control Modules (BCM) or Vehicle Control Modules (VCM).  The stripping and soldering of these smaller gauge wires increases the risk of damage to these modules. To replace these modules can be cost prohibitive for ignition interlock clients.  Along with this, many of the vehicles produced from 2010 and on have more electronics and less room to install the devices. The aforementioned connectors reduce the risk of damage to both the vehicle and control modules.   

Granting the variance request will not impact the applicability of the Ignition Interlock Rule.  The purposes of the Ignition Interlock Device Rules and Regulations and the statutory Ignition Interlock Licensing Act will continue to be met and adhered to by Name of Manufacturer.  However, the public’s interest will be better served by using the proposed equipment by giving a reduced chance of any damage to vehicles upon installation.

Pursuant to Rule 18.20.11.26 (3), this variance request is accompanied by a signed affidavit in support.  Please contact me at your convenience if you have questions.  Name of Manufacturer thanks you for your consideration of its variance request.

Sincerely,

Name of Owner 
[bookmark: _GoBack]WRITTEN SUPPLEMENT: A





AFFIDAVIT

I, Name of Person, with the Name of Manufacturer, located at Address, City, State, Zip Code, hereby state and affirm the following under penalty of perjury:

1. I have authority to speak on behalf of and bind the Name of Manufacturer given my position as Insert job title, e.g., owner, manager, etc.;

2. I have reviewed the contents of the Request for Variance, along with the administrative rule for Ignition Interlocks, and affirm that the contents of the Request are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

                                                                               _____________________________
                                                                                Name of Person Signing
                                                                   Job Title of Person Signing
                                                                              Manufacturer Name 
                                                                         


(For Notary Public Only)

State of ____________________)
County of __________________)


Subscribed and sworn to me on this ____ day of ____________________ 20___.

_____________________________________
Notary Public

My commission expires on ___________________________, 20___.








(Notary Seal)
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